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Abstract This paper investigates the perturbation to Mei symmetry for Birkhoffian systems.
The criterion equation of the perturbation to Mei symmetry is established. The condition for
existence of generalized Mei adiabatic invariant induced directly from the perturbation to
Mei symmetry is obtained, and its form is presented. Finally, an example is discussed to
further illustrate the application of the results.

Keywords Analytical mechanics · Birkhoffian system · Mei symmetry · Perturbation ·
Adiabatic invariant

1 Introduction

Symmetry is an important and universal physical nature. Even tiny changes in symmetries,
so-called perturbation to symmetries, are of great importance for physical systems [1–3].
Pioneered in this area, Burgers proposed adiabatic invariants for a special kind of Hamil-
tonian systems [4]. The adiabatic invariants play an important role in the research on the
quasi-integrability of mechanical systems. At present, more and more attention has been
paid to this research field, and many important results have been obtained [5–10]. But most
of these researches have focused on perturbation to Noether symmetry or Lie symmetry, and
the adiabatic invariants obtained by these researches belong to the types of Noether [5–7]
and Hojman [8–10]. In the beginning of this century, Mei presented a new theory of symme-
tries, form invariance [11, 12], which enriches the symmetry theories of mechanical systems.
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Mei’s form invariance is also called Mei symmetry [13, 14], which means that the dynam-
ical functions in equations of motion still satisfy the equations’ primary form after some
infinitesimal transformations. Recently, we have studied the perturbation to Mei symmetry
for mechanical systems in phase space, and obtained Mei adiabatic invariants of the systems
[15]. Fang et al. discussed a new type of exact invariants or generalized Mei exact invari-
ants induced directly from Mei symmetry of Lagrange systems and Hamiltonian systems
respectively [16, 17]. And [18] studied a generalized Mei exact invariant induced directly
from Mei symmetry of Birkhoffian system. However, new types of adiabatic invariants or
generalized Mei adiabatic invariants have rarely been studied so far.

The Birkhoffian dynamics is more general than the Hamiltonian mechanics and it is ex-
tensively applied to the fields of modern physics. In 1927, G.D. Birkhoff made primary
studies on Birkhoffian dynamics [19]. Then the researches on Birkhoffian dynamics become
more and more active [20–23]. The research on perturbation to symmetries and adiabatic
invariants for Birkhoffian systems has great important significance. Since 2000, some works
have been done to discuss the perturbation to symmetries and adiabatic invariants for Birk-
hoffian systems [24–26]. We have studied the perturbation to Lie-Mei symmetry for Birk-
hoffian systems, and obtained Mei adiabatic invariants of the systems [27].

In this paper, we further study the perturbation to Mei symmetry for Birkhoffian systems,
and a new type of adiabatic invariant induced directly from the perturbation to Mei symmetry
is obtained. This new type of adiabatic invariant can be called generalized Mei adiabatic
invariant.

2 Birkhoffian Equations

The Birkhoffian equations can be written as

�μνȧ
ν − ∂B

∂aμ
− ∂Rμ

∂t
= 0, (μ, ν = 1, . . . ,2n), (1)

where B = B(t,a) is called a Birkhoffian, Rμ = Rμ(t,a) are called Birkhoffian functions,
aμ are variables, and

�μν = ∂Rν

∂aμ
− ∂Rμ

∂aν
. (2)

The system described by (1) is called a Birkhoffian system. Suppose the system is non-
singular, that is

det(�μν) �= 0, (3)

then (1) can be expressed as

ȧμ = �μν

(
∂B

∂aν
+ ∂Rν

∂t

)
, (4)

where

�μν =
[(

∂Rβ

∂aα
− ∂Rα

∂aβ

)−1]μν

. (5)

Expanding (4), we obtain

ȧμ = hμ(t,a). (6)
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3 Mei Symmetry and Generalized Mei Exact Invariants

Introduce the infinitesimal transformations with respect to time t and variables aμ

t∗ = t + ετ 0(t,a), aμ∗(t∗) = aμ(t) + εξ 0
μ(t,a), (7)

where ε is an infinitesimal parameter, while τ 0 and ξ 0
μ are infinitesimal generators. Then

the Birkhoffian functions Rμ = Rμ(t,a) become R∗
μ = Rμ(t∗,a∗), and the Birkhoffian B =

B(t,a) becomes B∗ = B(t∗,a∗) under the infinitesimal transformations (7). Expanding R∗
μ

and B∗, we have

R∗
μ = Rμ(t∗,a∗) = Rμ(t,a) + εX0

0(Rμ) + O(ε2),

B∗ = B(t∗,a∗) = B(t,a) + εX0
0(B) + O(ε2),

(8)

where

X
(0)

0 = τ 0 ∂

∂t
+ ξ 0

μ

∂

∂aμ
. (9)

Definition 1 After the Birkhoffian functions Rμ = Rμ(t,a) and the Birkhoffian B = B(t,a)

being replaced by the transformed Birkhoffian functions R∗
μ = Rμ(t∗,a∗) and the trans-

formed Birkhoffian B∗ = B(t∗,a∗) respectively, if the form of equation (1) is invariant, that
is (

∂R∗
ν

∂aμ
− ∂R∗

μ

∂aν

)
ȧν − ∂B∗

∂aμ
− ∂R∗

μ

∂t
= 0, (μ, ν = 1, . . . ,2n), (10)

the invariance is called Mei symmetry of the Birkhoffian system.
Substituting (6) and (8) into (10), ignoring ε2 and the higher order infinitesimal terms,

and considering (1), we obtain the following criterion of Mei symmetry for the Birkhoffian
system.

Criterion 1 For the Birkhoffian system (1), if the infinitesimal generators τ 0 and ξ 0
μ satisfy

[
∂X

(0)

0 (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

0 (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hν − ∂X

(0)

0 (B)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

0 (Rμ)

∂t
= 0, (11)

the corresponding invariance is Mei symmetry of the system.

Equation (11) is called criterion equation of Mei symmetry for the Birkhoffian system.
Under certain condition, the Mei symmetry will lead to a generalized Mei exact invariant.
The condition of existence and the form of the generalized Mei exact invariant are given in
the following proposition.

Proposition 1 For the Birkhoffian system (1), if the infinitesimal generators τ 0, ξ 0
μ of Mei

symmetry and the gauge function G0
M = G0

M(t,a) satisfy the following structure equation

[
f

∂X
(0)

0 (Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X
(0)

0 (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hμ −

[
f

∂X
(0)

0 (B)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X
(0)

0 (B)

∂aν

]

− X
(0)

0 (B)
d̄f

dt
+ X

(0)

0 (Rμ)
d̄ξ 0

μ

dt
+ d̄G0

M

dt
= 0, (12)
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the Mei symmetry of the system can lead to a generalized Mei exact invariant [18]

IM0 = X
(0)

0 (Rμ)ξ 0
μ − X

(0)

0 (B)f + G0
M = const, (13)

where f = f (t,a) is an arbitrary function to make the gauge function exist, which can be
called coordination function. And in (12),

d̄

dt
= ∂

∂t
+ hμ

∂

∂aμ
. (14)

If we let f = τ 0, (12) and (13) respectively become the structure equation and the Mei
exact invariant in [23].

4 Perturbation to Mei Symmetry and Generalized Mei Adiabatic Invariants

Small forces acting on the Birkhoffian system may result in a small change in its symmetries,
defined as symmetrical perturbation. The exact invariant associated with the symmetries,
under a corresponding change, is an adiabatic invariant. In analytical mechanics, we study
perturbation to symmetries and adiabatic invariants of mechanical systems based on the
concept of higher order adiabatic invariant. Now, we present the concept of higher order
adiabatic invariant of the Birkhoffian system.

Definition 2 If Iz(t,a, ε) is a physical quantity including infinitesimal parameter ε in which
the highest power is z in a Birkhoffian system, and its derivative with respect to time t is
directly proportional to εz+1, Iz is called a zth order adiabatic invariant of the Birkhoffian
system.

Suppose the Birkhoffian system (1) is perturbed by small quantities εWμ = εWμ(t,a),
then the equations of motion for the system become

�μνȧ
ν − ∂B

∂aμ
− ∂Rμ

∂t
= εWμ. (15)

From (1) and (6), (15) can be also written in the form

ȧμ = hμ + ε�μνWν. (16)

Due to the action of εWμ, the original symmetries and invariants of the system may vary.
Assume that the variation is a small perturbation based on the symmetrical transformations
of the system without perturbation, τ(t,a) and ξμ(t,a) express the generators of infinitesi-
mal transformations after being perturbed, then

τ = τ 0 + ετ 1 + ε2τ 2 + · · · , ξμ = ξ 0
μ + εξ 1

μ + ε2ξ 2
μ + · · · . (17)

And the infinitesimal transformations become

t∗ = t + ετ(t,a), aμ∗(t∗) = aμ(t) + εξμ(t,a). (18)
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According to the Mei symmetry theory, the criterion equation of the Mei symmetry for
the system perturbed by small quantities εWμ is

[
∂X(0)(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)(Rμ)

∂aν

]
(hν + ε�νμWμ) − ∂X(0)(B)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)(Rμ)

∂t
− εX(0)(Wμ) = 0,

(19)
where

X(0) = τ
∂

∂t
+ ξμ

∂

∂aμ
. (20)

Substituting (17) into (20), we obtain

X(0) = εmX(0)
m , (m = 0,1, . . . , z), (21)

where

X(0)
m = τm ∂

∂t
+ ξm

μ

∂

∂aμ
. (22)

Substituting (17) into (19), noticing (20)–(22), and making the coefficients of εm equal, we
obtain

[
∂X(0)

m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hν +

[
∂X

(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμ

− ∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t
− X

(0)

m−1(Wμ) = 0. (23)

Then we can obtain the following criterion.

Criterion 2 For the Birkhoffian system (1) perturbed by small quantities εWμ, if the infini-
tesimal generators τm(t,a) and ξm

μ (t,a) satisfy (23), the corresponding variation of the Mei
symmetry is perturbation to Mei symmetry.

Equation (23) can be called criterion equation of perturbation to Mei symmetry for the
Birkhoffian system. Meanwhile, after the system being perturbed, the primary structure
equation varies. Contrasting with (12), we construct the following structure equation

[
f

∂X(0)(Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)(Rμ)

∂aν

]
(hμ + ε�μνWν)

−
[
f

∂X(0)(B)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)(B)

∂aν

]
− X(0)(B)

d̃f

dt

+ X(0)(Rμ)
d̃ξ 0

μ

dt
− εX(0)(Wμ)[ξ 0

μ − (hμ + ε�μνWν)f ] + d̃GM

dt
= 0, (24)

where

d̃

dt
= ∂

∂t
+ (hμ + ε�μνWν)

∂

∂aμ
, (25)

and GM = GM(t,a) is a gauge function. After being perturbed, the gauge function comes
into

GM = G0
M + εG1

M + ε2G2
M + · · · . (26)
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In order to use (25) expediently, we write it down simply as

d̃

dt
= d̄

dt
+ ε�μνWν

∂

∂aμ
. (27)

Here d̄/dt has the same form as that in (13).
Substituting (17) and (27) into (24), noticing (20)–(22), and making the coefficients of

εm equal, we obtain

[
f

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hμ +

[
f

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�μνWν

−
[
f

∂X(0)
m (B)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aν

]
− X(0)

m (B)
d̄f

dt
− X

(0)

m−1(B)�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̄ξ 0

μ

dt

+ X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα
− X

(0)

m−1(Wμ)(ξ 0
μ − hμf ) + X

(0)

m−2(Wμ)�μνWνf

+ d̄Gm
M

dt
+ �αβWβ

∂Gm−1
M

∂aα
= 0. (28)

In (23) and (28) the terms with the minimum order in τ , ξμ, and GM are τ 0, ξ 0
μ and G0

M

respectively. When m = 0, we note that τm−2 = ξm−2
μ = τm−1 = ξm−1

μ = Gm−1
M = 0 holds,

then (23) and (28) will turn into (11) and (12) respectively. Also, when m = 1, we note that
τm−2 = ξm−2

μ = 0 holds.

Proposition 2 For the Birkhoffian system (1) perturbed by small quantities εWμ, if the
infinitesimal generators τm(t,a), ξm

μ (t,a) and the gauge function Gm
M = Gm

M(t,a) satisfy
(23) and the structure equation (28), the perturbation to Mei symmetry of the system will
lead to a zth order adiabatic invariant

IMz = εm[X(0)
m (Rμ)ξ 0

μ − X(0)
m (B)f + Gm

M ], (m = 0,1, . . . , z). (29)

Proof Taking the derivative of IMz with respect to t , we have

d̃IMz

dt
= εm

{
X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̃ξ 0

μ

dt
+

[
∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν
(hν + ε�νμWμ)

]
ξ 0
μ − X(0)

m (B)
d̃f

dt

−
[

∂X(0)
m (B)

∂t
+ ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂aν
(hν + ε�νμWμ)

]
f + d̃Gm

M

dt

}

= εm

{
X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̃ξ 0

μ

dt
− X(0)

m (B)
d̃f

dt
+ ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t
(hμ + ε�μνWν)f − ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂t
f

+ ∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂aν
(hμ + ε�μνWν)ξ

0
ν − ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂aν
ξ 0
ν

−
[

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂aμ

]
(hμ + ε�μνWν)f

−
[(

∂X(0)
m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

)
(hν + ε�νμWμ) (30)
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− ∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t

]
ξ 0
μ + d̃Gm

M

dt

}

= εm

{
X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̄ξ 0

μ

dt
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)ε�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα
− X(0)

m (B)
d̄f

dt
− X(0)

m (B)ε�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα

+ ∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
(hμ + ε�μνWν)f − ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂t
f + ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν
(hμ + ε�μνWν)ξ

0
ν

− ∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aν
ξ 0
ν −

[
∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂aμ

]
(hμ + ε�μνWν)f −

[(
∂X(0)

m (Rν)

∂aμ

− ∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂aν

)
(hν + ε�νμWμ) − ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂t

]
ξ 0
μ

+ d̄Gm
M

dt
+ ε�αβWβ

∂Gm
M

∂aα

}
.

By using the criterion equation (23), and noticing the following equations

[
∂X(0)

m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hνhμ = 0,

(31)[
∂X

(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμ�μνWν = 0,

we can obtain

d̃IMz

dt
= εm

{
X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̄ξ 0

μ

dt
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)ε�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα
− X(0)

m (B)
d̄f

dt
− X(0)

m (B)ε�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα

+ ∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
(hμ + ε�μνWν)f − ∂X(0)

m (B)

∂t
f + ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν
(hμ + ε�μνWν)ξ

0
ν

− ∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aν
ξ 0
ν −

[
∂X(0)

m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hνε�

μνWνf −
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ

− ∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
hμ�νμWμf − X

(0)

m−1(Wμ)(ξ 0
μ − hμf ) + X

(0)

m−1(Wμ)ε�μνWνf

−
[

∂X(0)
m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
ε�νμWμξ 0

μ

+
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμξ 0

μ + d̄Gm
M

dt

+ ε�αβWβ

∂Gm
M

∂aα

}

= εm

{[
f

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
(hμ + ε�μνWν) (32)

−
[
f

∂X(0)
m (B)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
m (B)

∂aν

]
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− X(0)
m (B)

d̄f

dt
− X(0)

m (B)ε�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)
d̄ξ 0

μ

dt
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)ε�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα

−
[

∂X(0)
m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hνε�

μνWνf

+
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ

]
hμ�νμWμf

− X
(0)

m−1(Wμ)(ξ 0
μ − hμf ) + X

(0)

m−1(Wμ)ε�μνWνf

−
[

∂X(0)
m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
ε�νμWμξ 0

μ

+
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμξ 0

μ + d̄Gm
M

dt
+ ε�αβWβ

∂Gm
M

∂aα

}
.

Using the structure equation (28), we obtain

d̃IMz

dt
= εm

{[
f

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
ε�μνWν

−
[
f

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�μνWν

− X(0)
m (B)ε�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα
+ X

(0)

m−1(B)�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα
+ X(0)

m (Rμ)ε�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα

− X
(0)

m−1(Rμ)�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα
−

[
∂X(0)

m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hνε�

μνWνf

+
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
hν�

μνWνf + X
(0)

m−1(Wμ)ε�μνWνf

− X
(0)

m−2(Wμ)�μνWνf −
[

∂X(0)
m (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

m (Rμ)

∂aν

]
ε�νμWμξ 0

μ

+
[

∂X
(0)

m−1(Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

m−1(Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμξ 0

μ + ε�αβWβ

∂Gm
M

∂aα
− �αβWβ

∂Gm−1
M

∂aα

}

= εz+1

{[
f

∂X(0)
z (Rμ)

∂t
+ ξ 0

ν

∂X(0)
z (Rμ)

∂aν

]
�μνWν − X(0)

z (B)�αβWβ

∂f

∂aα

+ X(0)
z (Rμ)�αβWβ

∂ξ 0
μ

∂aα
−

[
∂X(0)

z (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

z (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hν�

μνWνf

+ X
(0)

z−1(Wμ)�μνWνf −
[

∂X(0)
z (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X(0)

z (Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμξ 0

μ + �αβWβ

∂Gz
M

∂aα

}
.

(33)

It shows that d̃IMz/dt is directly proportional to εz+1, so IMz is a zth order adiabatic invariant
of the Birkhoffian system.
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The adiabatic invariant (29) is a new type of adiabatic invariant. When z = 0, the adia-
batic invariant (29) will turn into the generalized Mei exact invariant (13) naturally. If we
let f = τ 0, (28) and (29) respectively become the structure equation and the Mei adiabatic
invariant in [27]. So our results in this paper are more common, and we call the adiabatic
invariant (29) as generalized Mei adiabatic invariant for Birkhoffian system. �

5 An Example

The Birkhoffian system is

R1 = a3, R2 = a4, R3 = R4 = 0, B = a2 + 1

2
[(a3)2 + (a4)2], (34)

and the system is perturbed by the small quantities

εW1 = εW2 = 0, εW3 = εa3, εW4 = ε(a4 + t). (35)

Let us study the perturbation to Mei symmetry and adiabatic invariants of the system.
The equations of motion for the system without perturbation are

h1 = ȧ1 = a3, h2 = ȧ2 = a4, h3 = ȧ3 = 0, h4 = ȧ4 = −1. (36)

Firstly, we seek the exact invariants. Choose infinitesimal generators as

τ 0 = 0, ξ 0
1 = 1, ξ 0

2 = t, ξ 0
3 = ξ 0

4 = 0. (37)

It is easy to verify that they satisfy the criterion equation (11), so the infinitesimal generators
(37) are Mei symmetrical for the system (34).

From structure equation (12), we obtain

d̄G0
M

dt
= f + t

d̄f

dt
. (38)

(i) Let f = a1 we have

G0
M = (a1)2

2a3
+ 1

2
a3t2. (39)

According to Proposition 1, we can obtain a generalized Mei exact invariant of the system

IM0 = (a1)2

2a3
+ 1

2
a3t2 − a1t = const. (40)

(ii) Let f = τ 0 = 0, we have

G0
M = a3 (41)

and

IM0 = a3 = const. (42)

Equation (42) is a Mei exact invariant of the system.
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Then we seek the first order adiabatic invariants. The criterion equation (23) of the per-
turbation to Mei symmetry gives

[
∂X

(0)

1 (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

1 (Rμ)

∂aν

]
hν +

[
∂X

(0)

0 (Rν)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

0 (Rμ)

∂aν

]
�νμWμ

− ∂X
(0)

1 (B)

∂aμ
− ∂X

(0)

1 (Rμ)

∂t
− X

(0)

0 (Wμ) = 0. (43)

It has a group of solutions as

τ 1 = 1, ξ 1
1 = 0, ξ 1

2 = a4, ξ 1
3 = 0, ξ 1

4 = −1. (44)

From structure equation (28), we obtain

d̄G1
M

dt
=

[
a3 ∂f

∂a1
+ (a4 + t)

∂f

∂a2

]
t − a3 ∂G0

M

∂a1
− (a4 + t)

∂G0
M

∂a2
+ 1. (45)

(i) Let f = a1 we have

G1
M = 1

2
a3t2 − (a1)2

2a3
− a4. (46)

According to Proposition 2, the perturbation to Mei symmetry of the system (34) can lead
to a first order generalized Mei adiabatic invariant

IM1 = (a1)2

2a3
+ 1

2
a3t2 − a1t + ε

[
1

2
a3t2 − (a1)2

2a3
− a4 − t

]
. (47)

(ii) Let f = τ 0 = 0, we have

G1
M = −a4 (48)

and

IM1 = a3 − ε(a4 + t). (49)

Equation (49) is a first order Mei adiabatic invariant of the system.
Further we can obtain more higher order Mei adiabatic invariants and generalized Mei

adiabatic invariants.

6 Conclusion

In this paper, we obtained a generalized Mei adiabatic invariant induced directly from the
perturbation to Mei symmetry for Birkhoffian system. If we let f = τ 0, the generalized Mei
adiabatic invariant will turn into the Mei adiabatic invariant. And when z = 0, the general-
ized Mei adiabatic invariant will turn into the corresponding generalized Mei exact invariant
naturally. The form of the generalized Mei adiabatic invariant is general, which has impor-
tant significance for further study on Mei symmetry and symmetrical perturbation theory.
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